The Phonetic Test and the Measurement of Hearing by J C Lafon ppxi+247 57s6d Eindhoven: Centrex Publishing Company 1966 London: Macmillan This is an excellent translation of one of the standard works on speech audiology in the French language. It should be of interest to and will repay close study by all concerned with disturbances of communication. Dr Lafon of the University of Lyon begins his book with a wide survey of the present state of our knowledge of hearing sounds and speech. In this part of his book there is one of the best reviews of the present methods of testing hearing. The literature is well reviewed and British and American writing has not been ignored.
In the second part of his book Dr Lafon describes the test that is associated with his name. In this test, in contrast to all other tests, he measures the distortions that occur in the identification of amplified speech. This test allows precise measurement of the quality of the ear, the neurological auditory pathways and identification of speech.
Obviously this book will be of interest to otologists and audiologists but neurologists and pediatricians will find much of interest in it. For with this test integration and language difficulties beyond the cochlea can be evaluated. ALAN 
FULLER

Manual of Skin Diseases by Gordon C Sauer MD 2nded pp xx+284 illustrated 95s Philadelphia: JBLippincott 1966
London: Pitman Medical The author claims that what he presents in this book is not 'specialty dermatology' but 'general practice dermatology'. To this end he has assembled 249 photographs, 113 being in colour, most of them excellent, and a large number of outline drawings on which the sites of election of many rashes are indicated. After 258 pages the book ends with a 'dictionary-index' in which, beside the usual entries of an index, rare conditions not necessarily mentioned in the text are briefly described; when the practitioner receives a letter from a specialist saying that his case has e.g. Sutton's disease, a glance at the dictionaryindex will tell him what this is, and if the patient proves difficult and complains of Zits or Zorts the same source will supply a translation. So far so good; a great deal of care, knowledge and skill have gone to the preparation and making of the book in these respects. It is when one comes to analyse the text that the great differences between general practice dermatology in UK and USA become apparent; until these differences are reconciled it is not likely that those to whom this book is directed willin this countryfind it very helpful, particularly in regard to ietiology and treatment.
R M B MaCKENNA Bone Marrow Transplantation by D E Pegg MD pp vii + 192 illustrated 40s London: Lloyd-Luke 1966 Bone marrow transfusion may be used in attempts to remedy himatopoietic insufficiency, either primary or induced by exposure to ionizing radiations or to radiomimetic chemicals. The author has contributed much original research and equipment to the field, which he now reviews in a timely and authoritative monograph. The basic mechanisms involved in the production and detection of adequate grafts in animals are first described, in relation to the effects of ionizing radiation and chemotherapy on normal and malignant tissue. The clinical applications are then considered in detail. A review of 417 infusions from donors unrelated to the recipients gave evidence for only three really prolonged autografts. The author therefore suggests that the only clear indication for this allogeneic transfusion is in the management of whole body radiation accidents. The discussion, however, ranges widely and includes the case for autologous marrow transfusion in malignant disease. The book concludes with a description of the techniques involved at all stages of the procedure, including the storage of viable marrow cells.
Throughout there is a very full bibliography; almost a quarter of the pages are devoted to the references. This is a book which the specialist will find invaluable. research men .. .; medical men akin in function and in spirit to systems engineersall of these in numbers greater than ever before; and it must do all this in the face of an insatiable public demand for accomplishment. Nothing of this sort has ever before been asked of an educational establishment. ' No analysis is given of the educational prob--lems that must be solved if the medical school is successfully to meet this challenge. The primary recommendation is increased 'flexibility in college, medical school and postgraduate training with . . . a sharp reduction in the total amount of time required.' Secondly, the earliest possible intro-.duction to 'the facts and the atmosphere of disease' is recommended. Four possible medical school curricula, each of three years' duration, are outlined. All assume a previous three-year college course more concerned with basic medical science than heretofore and a subsequent specialized vocational training of around three years. The British reader must be careful to note that -these curricula relate to the peculiar context of American medical education in which at present four years of college education precede the four year medical school course. There is no exactly similar situation here, even including Oxbridge. None the less the programmes outlined are interesting in so far as they suggest ways by which the timetable of the middle three years of a nine-year preparation might allow for the differing educational needs of individual students. (1966, 15, 1) and consists of the proceedings of a symposium held in Seven Springs, Pennsylvania in June, 1965. Twelve of the eighteen papers published are devoted to degenerative changes induced in the liver by various toxic agents. These papers reflect in various ways attempts to correlate biochemical disturbances with morphological changes observed in structures such as the mitochondria and endoplasmic reticulum of liver cells. Work of this kind is most interesting, both because it serves to clarify the meaning of such terms as 'fatty change' and 'necrosis' when these are applied to the liver, and because by giving these terms a biochemical and ultrastructural meaning it serves to clarify their pathogenesis. It must, however, be confessed that many of the biochemical changes measured have no immediate relevance to hepatic function. These twelve papers are of a uniformly high standard and Judah, Magee and Popper are among the distinguished contributors.
Three papers by Cohen, Kennedy and Teilum are equally valuable as a summary of current work on amyloidosis, while Miller and Miller have written a brilliant review of the molecular aspects of chemical carcinogenesis.
The incorporation of these papers in a separate volume is presumably an attempt to interest a wider circle of readers than those already reached by Laboratory Investigation. This attempt is the more welcome because it underlines the interdependence of biochemistry and cellular pathology.
J C SLOPER
The Theory and Practice of Psychiatry by Fredrick C Redlich and Daniel X Freedman ppxii+880 £44s New York & London: Basic Books 1966 This book is written for 'students and practitioners of psychiatry, of the medical arts and sciences and of the various professions working in the area of mental health'. The authors also hope that it will be of interest to 'community planners and leaders'. Its aim is therefore wide-ranging, and ambitious, and as a result the book must be judged by several different standards. Does it succeed in general, or does it attempt too much, and so fail to satisfy one or other of the particular groups it is aimed at? Certainly for medical students in this country it is too diffuse, too long, and too committed to a particular theoretical framework to be generally recommended. There are many points of difference between what is common practice here and what is recommended by the authors: to take schizophrenia as an example, their emphasis on the role of psychotherapy would not be generally acceptable to most British psychiatrists. Of the book's 880 pages only 34 are devoted to organic therapies; again some of the views are not in keeping with opinion and practice in this country. In the index, eleven lines ofpage references are devoted to Freud, Kraepelin rating four, and Jung two. The great mass of psychiatric patients seen by family doctors are helped far more by a knowledge of modern drug therapy than by a reading of Freud's works, valuable as these may be to a handful of specialists. The book will inevitably be compared with
